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he perhaps regretted. But that Tyrone should be declared the
O'Neill, that he should place himself in a position, in which he
might lay claim to the suzerainty of Ulster, perhaps of Ireland,
was, as in the case of Shane, thirty years before, rank treason
in the eyes of the Queen and her Council; it was resolved to
make war against this " second arch rebel." Yet negotiations
went on for many months, for Elizabeth evidently did not wish
to strike; and Tyrone made an impression on her mind by
able expositions of the numberless wrongs that had been done
to the chiefs of the Northern Province.
The sword was not drawn until 1596; the contest was
desultory and intermittent for a considerable time. The
English forces in Ireland were, as usual, weak; the nobles of
the Pale were slow to appear in arms; the Irish Council ere
long discovered that it had to deal with a far-sighted and most
able enemy. Tyrone sent envoys to Madrid and Rome,
adjuring Philip to avenge the Armada, and Clement VIII to
support a persecuted Church; more important certainly, he
worked hard to stir up the ashes of conflagrations of the past,
and to arouse,the, Jrishry, throughout the island, to unite in
something like a national war. But the most remarkable
feature of his conduct was this: in complete contrast to Shane
O'Neill, he made friendly overtures to the chiefs of Ulster,
and won them, almost to a man, to his side; his kinsman, now
head of the great O'Donnell clan, threw himself passionately
into his cause; the two principal tribes of the North, divided
for ages by angry feuds, were thus combined against English
rule for the first time. The war went on fitfully for nearly two
years, in the "wide region of forest and plain, broken by
innumerable water lines, which extends from Lough Neagh to
the heads of the Shannon; the Irishry were, on the whole,
victorious. Many chiefs of Connaught took part with the
English, grateful for the wise and just policy of Sir John
Perrott, notwithstanding recent acts of wrong done by Bingham,